
“Transformational Change Continues…”  

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  

Romans 12:2 
 

Change is a natural part of life. And most of us find it difficult to welcome change with open arms.  
 
Thinking back, we didn’t anticipate how the global pandemic and the coronavirus would transform every 
nuance of our lives and touch various aspects of our existence—revealing both strengths and 
weaknesses of the city we live in, the home we shelter in, and the Church we worship within. Yet the 
mark of Christianity is not incremental change. Instead, it is manifest by upheaval and life-changing 
transformation. The birth, life, and death of Jesus Christ epitomize this reality. Following his sacrifice, 
early Christians stayed in urban centers during the epidemics of 165 and 251, leading to the explosive 
growth of Christianity. By ministering to abandoned infants and plague-infected non-Christians, 
believers demonstrated a charity and love that their unbelieving friends were unwilling to provide. 
Modeled by Jesus and emulated by his followers, this type of transformational change led to the dawn 
of Christianity, to the Great Commission, and a pathway of salvation for all.  
 

"Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." 
 Isaiah 43:18-19  

 

Looking forward, nobody is sure of what church life will be like in 2021. We just don’t know.  
 
One truth that has emerged from the epidemic is that NYCAC will face challenges ahead of a return to 
the “new wineskin.” We need to abandon our old wineskins while welcoming new ones in the Body of 
Christ, His Church. If we are too comfortable with the past, we may need to search our souls while 
considering “why?” Indeed, 2021 will be a season for real opportunities, leveraging current upheaval to 
bring positive change to our lives, community, and society. When we return to the Church again, it will 
not be the same anymore, for we are fundamentally different. By embracing new wineskins, we will 
pursue what God desires for us, individually and collectively. 
 

“For everything, there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Nevertheless, it’s okay to have doubt, fear, and insecurity about our future. Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us 
that “for everything, there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.” The wisest of leaders 
understand this saying and the rhythms of governance. They are not afraid to accept the Mission of God 
for His kingdom’s sake.  
 
As we celebrate how far NYCAC has come, we look towards the future and a new horizon. 
 

“But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.” 
1 Corinthians 14:40 

 
Info-structure: In early 2020, we started developing an NYCAC Church Handbook. It will allow church 
leaders to better guide with relevant and up-to-date info-structure policies that are in place and utilized. 
This will free staff from issues of administration while enabling them to focus on ministry. Without these 



policies, our leaders would continue to struggle with operational matters of the Church. We hope the 
Handbook will reflect an understanding that we are a faith community grounded in a covenant 
relationship with God and one another, allowing us to grow in full maturity.  
 

“During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him,  
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to  

leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them."  
Acts 16:9-10 

 
Global Mission and Local Evangelism: As a C&MA church, we are called to be a missional (Matt. 28:18-
20). Given the restrictions of lockdowns, we canceled all short-term mission trips in 2020. However, it 
didn’t discourage or forbid us from caring for the lost souls in our midst.  

 The pastoral staff mobilized the Church to participate in various outreach opportunities, such as 
the NYU Campus ministry, Jesus Loves Chinatown, Evangelism Explosion, and Alpha Course, etc. 

 The Caring teams reached out to individuals, families, and relatives with each congregation 
 The Missions department held an online bible class for various mission fields.  
 The Church hosted several prayer movements which allowed people to pray for our city, nation, 

and globe. 
 Looking ahead, we anticipate shifting the way we engage in and perceive global Missions and 

local evangelism. We’ll develop a new strategy in response to the Macedonian Call (Acts 16:6-
10). 

 
"Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple  

must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me."  
Luke 9:23 

 
Discipleship-Making Movement: Our Church is a family of faith that exists to move people into a mature 
discipleship relationship with Christ. Jesus’ Great Commission pursues us to make and deploy mature 
and equipped followers of Christ in our work, home, life, and play.  
 
We are thankful that disciple-leaders are leading and moving forward into the second year of the Life-
On-Life Missional Discipleship in September. Following the ministry of Christ, these groups will continue 
to study the Word of God while being accountable to one another in their relationships, evangelism, 
daily life, and church ministry.  
 
Discipleship will continue to form the bedrock of the Church as we live out the DNA of the Alliance and 
the Great Commission. COVID-19 is demonstrating all around the global Church that the essence of the 
Church is not in its physical structure, but the people who abide by His word and are filled by His Spirit 
to glorify God. Through intentional discipleship making, we are following Jesus’ calling to move out of 
temporary church buildings into the sharing of life within our homes, work, business, and community. 
 
Final thought 
NYCAC has faced the hostility of the world, the weakness of the flesh, and the fury of the devil. After 
everything, the bride of Christ still stands. To this end, the focus of 2021 will be “Transformational 
Change Continues…”  We believe, by God’s grace, the body of Christ not only will weather storms but 
also grow deeper through the crisis. COVID-19 is by no means the end of the Church. However, if we 
seize the opportunity presented to us, and move into the love of our Lord and the power of His Spirit, 
the storms will become a new chapter of refining, thriving, growing, and glorifying. The choice is up to 
us.  


