
As New York Chinese Alliance Church fully re-opens her doors, the words of the prophet 
Nehemiah reverberate, "if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled 
people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I 
have chosen as a dwelling for my Name." (1:9) 

God's desire is for His people to worship in Spirit and Truth, to exalt the name of Yahweh in 
His Temple, and share the wondrous love of His Son. Yet, in an unprecedented year, the COVID-19 
pandemic re-defined the fabric of life while disrupting the rhythms of ministry. While shuttering 
our doors, it challenged the way we worship Him, fellowship with believers, and commune with 
Jesus. The toll on our physical and spiritual lives was real, both individual and collective. 

Now is the time for worship.

Now is the time to serve.

Now is the time for spiritual revival.
The state of the post-pandemic church is akin to the state of the post-exilic church. "Those 

who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall 
of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire." (Nehemiah 1:3) During 
COVID, some churches permanently closed their doors. Seasoned pastors resigned under the 
weight of immense pressure. Many congregants circumvented worship on the Sabbath.   

How should we react to this news? Nehemiah teaches us to repent in humility by sitting 
down and weeping for the sins of the people. For many days he mourned, fasted, and prayed 
before God. (Nehemiah 1:4) In the same way, we must repent of our callousness, timidity, pride, 
and self-reliance. The Holy Spirit is calling us to turn back to God and away from the worries of 
the world. 

How do we do this? First, we worship in His Holy Temple. Second, we exalt Him in the 
presence of other believers. The church was never meant to be an observational experience, 
relegated to the confines of home. Internet and live stream will never replace fellowship and 
accountability. The praises of our congregations reverberate to the heavens only when sung 
collectively in His sanctuary.

So, "let us build" (Nehemiah 2:18) just as the Israelites did! We need to re-establish the 
church, allowing her to welcome our neighbors and congregants far into the future. Amid a 
pandemic, a faithful remnant of NYCAC servants shared the gospel with a plethora of neighbors 
in Chinatown and the Lower East Side during the Mural Outreach Event. It was breathtaking to 
behold.  

In reaching the larger community, we will prayerfully explore our identity as a church and our 
calling to reach all nations. We would evaluate our ministry and consider pursuing this question 
in 2022, "How can we foster a love for non-believers in the church neighborhood?" Is adjusting 
the church name one of the ways to pursue? But more importantly, is our church displaying 
the Gospel message to our diverse neighborhood that, "You are welcome," regardless of your 
ethnicity and background? Perhaps this change would be one way of affirming our desire to be 
involved in the community, and serving others while sharing the good news. 

Secondarily, the church will focus on servanthood. The Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, to give his life as a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28) In the same way, 
we are called to minister to others. It’s a subtle shift, yet with a profound impact on future 
generations. It translates to a focus on serving the NEXT generations, the most vulnerable, and 
non-believers.

On Sundays, brothers and sisters will be encouraged to worship during one of the 
congregational services while committing to serve during other times. By ministering to others, 
we foster our spiritual growth while mentoring others. Nehemiah understands that both he 
and the Israelites are called to be servants of the Lord. Eight times in his prayer of repentance 
(Nehemiah 1:4-11), the word servant appears. It reminds us of our similar identity before the Lord 
that our disposition and a sense of purpose stems from a desire to be like Him to others.     

However, serving doesn’t take place just on Sunday. We need to explore how we can 
motivate people to serve during the week. Perhaps that means caring for families, praying for the 
sick and needy, developing online ministries, and outreaching to neighbors. We need to have a 
breakthrough of the 20% minority serving the 80% majority.

Finally, NYCAC will pray for revival among our congregations. We desire to foster an 
environment of discipleship while rebuilding relationships with Jesus. New small groups and 
existing discipleship groups (Life on Life) will shift from programmatic-driven ministries to 
relationship-building ones. By grace, these will foster spiritual awakening, accountability, and a 
heart for missions among brothers and sisters.  

In John 8:31-32, Jesus said, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free." By dwelling on the Word of God with like-minded 
brothers and sisters, we will continue developing a culture of sacrifice before selfishness, humility 
instead of pride, and the love of Jesus before the love of the world. 

After rebuilding the physical walls of the Temple, Nehemiah focused on the restoration of the 
spiritual lives of the Israelites. The Jewish people listened to the Word of God and were convicted 
by its message. They committed to learning the scriptures and following their precepts. As we 
rebuild the church in 2022, our prayer is to be moved by the Word of God in a similar posture of 
revival. 
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